
 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 
HELD ON 

 
12 September 2013 7.30  - 8.30 pm 
 
 
PRESENT 
 

COUNCILLORS 
 

OFFICERS 

Linda Pailing (Chair) 
Ian Beckett (Vice-Chair) 

 

 

David Carter 
Simon Carter 
Jean Clark 
Jon Clempner 
Jacqui Cross 
Mike Danvers 
Manny Doku 
Waida Forman 
Michael Garnett 
Tony Hall 
Maggie Hulcoop 
Andrew Johnson 
Eddie Johnson 

Joshua Jolles 
Muriel Jolles 
Sue Livings 
Christine O'Dell 
Guy Mitchinson 
Dennis Palmer 
Edna Stevens 
Paul Sztumpf 
Emma Toal 
Rod Truan 
Phil Waite 
Mark Wilkinson 
 

Malcolm Morley, Chief Executive 
Brian Keane, Interim Head of 
Governance 
Joel West, Governance Support 
Officer 
 

 
 

APOLOGIES 
 

 

Nick Churchill 
Tony Durcan 
Russell Perrin 

Daniella Pritchard 
Paul Schroder 
 

 
27. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
The following Councillors declared non-pecuniary interests in Item 8(a), 
Motion on Blacklisting, as active members of Trade Unions: Councillors 
Mark Wilkinson, Ian Beckett, Jacqui Cross, Mike Danvers, Waida Forman 
and Phil Waite. 
 

28. MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 25 July 2013 are 
agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Document Pack



29. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
 
40th Anniversary of Harlow District Council 
 
The Chairman announced that she had held a celebratory event earlier in 
the evening to recognise and celebrate the 40th anniversary of Harlow 
District Council. Many previous Council Chairmen were present. The 
Chairman asked Councillors to pay tribute to those Chairmen who had 
passed away, who are as follows: 
 
 

1973 - 1974 A S Graham 
1976 - 1977 V A Phelps 
1977 - 1978 J T Desormeaux 
1978 - 1979 J B Moore 
1980 - 1981 M S Collyer 
1982 - 1983 W W Gibson 
1983 - 1984 J Cave 
1988 - 1989 J G McAlpine 

1989 - 1990 R R Rowland 
1990 - 1991 S A Warner 
1991 - 1992 D W Burnham 
1992 - 1993 M D Carter 
1994 - 1995 A Garner 
2002 - 2003 N R G Macy 
2003 - 2004 P McClarnon 
2006 - 2007 G Peck 

 
The Chairman also thanked Eleanor Macy, who had attended the 
celebratory event on behalf of N R G Macy. 
 

30. PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
None. 
 

31. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
 
None. 
 

32. QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS  
 
Attached as Appendix 1 to these minutes. 
 
During consideration of this item, the Chairman issued a warning to 
individuals in the public gallery who were causing a disturbance. As 
the disturbance did not cease, at 7.45pm the Chairman asked that the 
meeting be adjourned until order had been restored. The meeting 
was re-convened at 8.00pm. 
 

33. MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 

a) Blacklisting 
 
Proposed by Councillor Jon Clempner and seconded by Councillor Rod 
Truan: 
 
“The Council resolves to seek assurances from its suppliers and any 
holding or parent companies that they: 



 

• Have in place, execute and monitor appropriate policies and 
procedures to ensure that current and potential employees’ or 
agency workers’ legitimate concerns are treated seriously, acted 
upon, and are not subject to discrimination or reprisals as a 
consequence of voicing concerns with regard to health and safety, 
employment law, legality or making any other disclosure in the 
public interest (‘Whistleblowing’), either now or in the past. 

 

• Do not discriminate, in terms of recruitment, retention, remuneration 
or advancement on the grounds of current or previous Trade Union 
membership. 
 

• Have in place, execute and monitor recruitment policies and 
procedures to ensure that potential employees and/or agency 
workers are not discriminated against on the grounds of current or 
past Trade Union membership or activity, or any current or previous 
whistleblowing. 
 

• Do not now, nor will at any point in the future, subscribe to, 
contribute to, utilise or act upon any repository of employment 
information that does not fully conform to the Data Protection 
Principles of the Information Commissioners Office. 
 

The Council further resolves that in the event of any organisation not being 
able to provide such assurances, or evidence coming to light that those 
assurances have been breached, the Council will ensure, as far as it is 
able to do so under law, that no such organisations are on our approved 
suppliers list for all future work and that these are enshrined in the 
Council’s procurement and commissioning policy.  This will include 
ensuring that all future contracts will include terms such that breaching 
such assurances would be grounds for termination of contract. 
 
The motion was carried. 
 
 

b) Fairtrade Status 
 
Proposed by Councillor Edna Stevens and seconded by Councillor Maggie 
Hulcoop: 
 
“This Council wishes to renew its status as a Fairtrade Town, which it was 
first designated in 2004. 
 
The Council wishes to continue to be recognised by residents, the 
business community of Harlow, District Council suppliers, Harlow District 
Council employees and other local authorities, as a Council that actively 
supports and promotes the concept of Fairtrade, thus ensuring that 
producers from developing countries get a fair price for their goods and 
labour.   



 
Accordingly this Council resolves to: 
 
(i) investigate the Council’s own purchasing policies and purchase 

Fairtrade products in particular, to stock Fairtrade tea and coffee for 
use at our meetings and in the Chairman’s Room, where possible;  

 
(ii) promote Fairtrade issues and practices amongst local businesses, 

commercial and other orgnisations; 
 
(iii) continue to encourage the Harlow Fairtrade Action Group in their 

development of a strategy to keep Harlow as a ‘Fairtrade Town’.” 
 
The motion was carried. 
 

34. REFERENCES FROM CABINET AND COMMITTEES 
 

a) Licensing Committee 3 September 2013 - Licensing Act Policy 
 
The recommendations from Licensing Committee, as set out in the agenda 
were moved by Councillor Ian Beckett (seconded by Councillor Edna 
Stevens). 

 
The motion was carried, therefore it was: 
 

RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) the final draft of the Licensing Act Policy is adopted; 
 
(ii) authority is delegated to the Head of Community Wellbeing to 

make minor and consequential changes to the Policy. 
 
 

b) Licensing Committee 3 September 2013 - Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 
Implementation of the Act and Scheme of Delegation 
 
The recommendations from Licensing Committee, as set out in the agenda 
were moved by Councillor Ian Beckett (seconded by Councillor Edna 
Stevens). 

 
The motion was carried, therefore it was: 
 

RESOLVED that: 
 
(i) the commencement of the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013 and 

its implementation is noted; 
 
(ii) powers are delegated from the Act to permit Officers to 

perform the administrative functions of the Act; 
 



(iii) powers are delegated from the Act to permit Licensing Sub-
Committees to be held; 

 
(iv) powers are delegated from the Act to permit Officers to 

undertake enforcement of the Act. 
 
 

35. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  
 
None. 
 

36. MINUTES OF CABINET AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS  
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the following meetings are noted: 
 

Cabinet/Committee Date 
  
Scrutiny 16/7/13 

 
Cabinet 18/7/13 
  
Development Management 14/8/13 

 
 

37. MATTERS OF URGENT BUSINESS  
 
None. 
 

 



 
 
1. Councillor Tony Hall to the Portfolio Holder for Environment: 
 
Due to unforeseen delays in the Ward Environment Improvement scheme 
initiated by the Conservative Administration, you were not able to inform Ward 
Councillors of which schemes have been approved and the cost of those until 
August this year. You have previously given me assurances that unspent funding 
in this programme would be carried forward for the remainder of this financial 
year. At the Environment Service Improvement Team on Thursday 4 September 
you announced that the programme is now closed. Would you now inform 
Council of this decision and explain who took it and when? 

 
 
Reply from Councillor Phil Waite, Portfolio Holder for Environment: 

 
The Council invited Wards to submit requests for works from a list of ideas. Many 
Wards put forward quite reasonable alternatives. I have sought where possible to 
accommodate these, but as Councillors will be aware, each scheme must then 
be separately designed and costed. In many cases consultation is required on 
the detail of the scheme. This has proven a very time consuming process and 
has already necessitated carry-over of the funding agreed. Final costings are not 
yet available for some projects. Subject to finalised costings and consultation 
where appropriate, the schemes agreed in principle will be delivered. However 
there was never any proposal to enter into a further round of “bidding” for further 
works or to distribute any residual funding. 

 
2. Councillor Tony Hall to the Portfolio Holder for Environment: 
 
At the same meeting you also explained the termination of the programme was 
due to Government cuts and the unspent money would be returned to the 
General Fund.  Can you confirm how much of the programme has been spent 
and how much will be returned to the General Fund? 
 
Reply from Councillor Phil Waite, Portfolio Holder for Environment: 

 
Relatively modest sums have been expended on items such as nesting boxes and 
wild life kits. For the reasons already given it is not possible now to give a precise cost 
for the works that have been committed, and therefore to estimate whether there will 
be any residual funds. 

 
 
 

 

APPENDIX 1 - COUNCIL – 12 SEPTEMBER 2013 

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 

 

Minute Item 32



 
3. Councillor Joshua Jolles to the Leader of the Council 
 
When will the Leader and his Party give consideration to returning to a more 
open and democratic system of governance such as our former Committee 
system? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
There are advantages and disadvantages in any democratic system which a 
Council chooses for its decision-making system.  I believe that our Administration 
has worked well in its first year as a Cabinet, but we will always look to ways to 
improve. 
 
4. Councillor Joshua Jolles to the Leader of the Council 
 
As we have Forums for the Council's Tenants and for Leaseholders which are 
held at regular intervals, why are there still no Ward-based Community 
Partnerships, Ward Advisory Groups or any other regularly occurring Community 
Forums for ALL residents without distinction to enable the views of the 
residents such as freeholders, to be heard and who do not at present have an 
assembly where they can freely voice their concerns and opinions? 
 
Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 

 
The Council recognises the importance of engaging with residents to find out 
their views and opinions.  
 
There are many ways that all residents of Harlow can make their views known to 
the Council, including participating in surveys and consultations and speaking 
directly to their Ward Councillor. Residents can also submit questions to the 
Council, Cabinet and its Committees and can attend these meetings to address 
their question directly to Councillors, including myself and members of my 
Cabinet. The Council welcomes petitions and recognises that they are one of the 
ways in which people can let us know their concerns or points of view. 
 
Following a review of the delivery of Neighbourhood Forums, the Council is 
developing a new Community Engagement Strategy which will guide its delivery 
of public meetings that will be open to all regardless of tenure. 

 
5. Councillor Mike Danvers to the Leader of the Council 
 
Could the Council Leader comment on Essex proposals for switching off 
Harlow’s street lights late at night in the New Year? 
 
 



Reply from Councillor Mark Wilkinson, Leader of the Council: 
 
I can confirm that I have contacted the relevant Cabinet Member at Essex 
County Council to register the Council’s objections to this issue. 
 
The Administration feels strongly that the public should be made fully aware of 
the County Council’s short-sightedness in not following the examples of other 
Councils such as Sheffield, York and Walsall where the public were consulted 
with additional options such as LED lighting and dimming of lights which have 
also been shown to reduce cost and waste.  The Administration believes that the 
public should have been provided with more alternatives to consider during the 
consultation process, and given that Essex County Council has just finished 
spending £5 million on installing a central management system to turn off street 
lights remotely, the Administration is concerned that Harlow residents are now to 
be part of a countywide blackout at night.  
 
Whilst I am fully aware of the need to make savings because of this 
Government’s on-going and significant funding reductions to Council’s, it is 
inappropriate to put residents in the dark. 

 
 

6. Councillor Mike Danvers to the Portfolio Holder for Housing 
 
Could the Housing Portfolio Holder give me an update of his opinion of the 
bedroom tax? 
 
Reply from Councillor Rod Truan, Portfolio Holder for Housing: 

 
I am against the Bedroom Tax which is unfair and unjust and this policy will hit 
the most vulnerable in society. 
 
Harlow Council is committed to urging in the strongest possible terms the 
Government to repeal the Bedroom Tax by: 
 

a) Working with tenant organisations who call for the repeal of the Bedroom 
Tax 
 

b) Communicating the hidden costs and impracticalities of the Bedroom Tax 
 

c) Demonstrating to Government the unfairness of the Bedroom Tax 
 

d) Working with the Government to provide alternative strategies to address 
housing shortages. 

 


	Minutes
	32 Questions from Councillors

